THE FIVE BIBLE CHARACTERS WE CAN LEARN FROM SERIES
1) Jesus Christ
2) Joseph
3) Abraham
4) King David
5) Moses
6) Apostle Paul

The 6 lessons to learn from the story of Joseph — The dreamer

The life of Joseph is one of the most fascinating stories in the Bible. His story in
actuality may be the greatest example of godly character and integrity in the
Bible. His story began with a dream at the age of seventeen.

Early in his life, Joseph was hated by his brothers, sold into slavery, falsely
accused, and then imprisoned for the crime he didn’t commit. However, Joseph
experienced supernatural presence and protection of God in the midst of all
these adversities and uncertainties in his life.

Sometimes, things happen in life beyond our control. As children of God, we can
learn spiritual insights about how Joseph managed the many setbacks in his life.

Joseph’s dreams

Genesis 37:6-7 and 9 say,

“And he [Joseph] said unto them [his family], Hear, | pray you, this dream which |
have dreamed: For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my
Sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round
about, and made obeisance [bowed] to my sheaf.”

“And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, |
have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven
stars made obeisance to me.”

1. Joseph believed the Word of the Lord through a dream

Joseph believed what the Lord had spoken, and he immediately announced it to
his family and said: “God told me that all of you will bow down to me someday!”
Some believe that Joseph made a mistake when he shared this vision, but |
believe he was simply excited about hearing from the Lord and shared it in
simple faith and humility, not arrogance. However, this bold announcement only



served to draw his father’s rebuke and feed his brothers’ growing hatred. (Gen.
37:8, 10-11).

Joseph had heard from God. He now had a purpose, or a vision, for his life, even
if it wasn’t received by others.

Lessons to learn
2. Joseph always depended on God for direction

God may not speak to you through a dream as he did Joseph, but if you will
become determined to know His plan for your life, He will reveal it to you. If you
live this life without desiring to know His will for your life, you will. If you’re
not fulfilled in what you're doing, even if things seem to be going well, don’t wait
any longer; don’t settle for anything less than knowing God’s purpose for your
life.

The Bible makes it very clear in Ephesians 5:17 where it says, “Wherefore be ye
not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”

Not only will the pursuit of your vision bring fulfillment, but it will also keep you on
track. Joseph’s vision kept him on track during very difficult times and when
faced with great temptation.

Proverbs 29:18 says it this way, “Where there is no vision, the people cast off
restraint” (American Standard Version).

Your God-given dream, or purpose, will inspire you, motivate you, and help
restrain your flesh in the absence of any evidence that it's coming to pass. And
don’t be surprised if some of your fiercest opposition comes from those close to
you. It did for Joseph.

Joseph understood that what God had spoken to him and declared about him
was true no matter what the circumstances indicated.

Genesis 39:2 is one of my favorite verses in all of Scripture because it defies the
logic of Joseph’s circumstances. It says, “And the LORD was with Joseph, and
he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.”

3. Joseph understood the meaning of the true prosperity that brings
blessings



God’s Word declares that Joseph was “a prosperous man.” This was at a
time in his life when He was serving as a slave! His own brothers had sold him
into slavery and told his father he was dead. No longer the wealthy, well-dressed,
favorite son, Joseph found himself on an auction block in a foreign land, stripped
of everything—including his clothes. His rich Egyptian master stood beside him
with all of the extravagance that came with abundant wealth, but the Bible forever
records Joseph as never wavering from honoring God and because of that he
was a truly prosperous man.

God views prosperity much differently than we do! Material things are not
indicative of prosperity. True prosperity is knowing that God is with you. True
prosperity is keeping His vision alive in your heart regardless of challenges. True
prosperity is not wealth itself but God’s favor, anointing, and power that work in
your life to obtain it.

Deuteronomy 8:18 says, “Thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he
that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant.”

Joseph believed he was prosperous because he had a relationship with God and
he knew prosperity came from God, not man. He had an image on the inside that
was not affected by circumstance. This image enabled Joseph to operate in faith.
Instead of complaining, Joseph served others and ministered wholeheartedly to
their needs. As he diligently labored, God blessed the work of his hands.

If Joseph could do it, so can you. You have the same power dwelling on the
inside of you that raised Jesus from the dead. Joseph didn’t have that. Begin to
see yourself as God sees you, a prosperous person, regardless of your physical
needs or circumstances. Recognize and acknowledge the fact that God is with
you, that you are anointed and highly favored. Serve others with all your heart as
unto the Lord. Eliminate murmuring and complaining, and replace them with
praise and thankfulness, knowing God will complete what He has begun in your
life. (Philippians 4:6)

4. Joseph maintained his integrity amidst the most trying temptations

Joseph recognizing the favor and presence of God in his life, his master
appointed him to be the manager over his entire house.

Genesis 39:6 says, “And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew
not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly
person, and well favoured.”



Potiphar trusted Joseph completely! However, the master’s wife began to solicit
this handsome young man to lie with her. This had to be very tempting for a slave
in his position, but Joseph refused to give in—no matter what the cost! He
maintained his integrity, but it was not rewarded. In fact, he got just the opposite.
In her anger at Joseph’s rejection, Potiphar’s wife lied to the master.

“And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife [false
accusations against Joseph], ... [he] took him, and put him into the prison, a place
where the king’s prisoners were bound” (Gen. 39:19-20).

Joseph was able to maintain his integrity because he was not concerned with
what man thought. He did not consider the benefits or consequences of his
actions based on what Potiphar, his master, might do. Notice his reasoning in
Genesis 39:9. It says, “How then can | do this great wickedness, and sin against
God?”

His main concern was what God would think. He understood that he was
accountable to God and that the fulfillment of his dream was completely
dependent upon God.

5. Joseph lived a God-dependent life

Although Joseph faced many challenges, he purposed to live his life sored
dependent on God. He knew his future rested in the hands of the Lord. Psalm
75:6-7 says, “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor
from the south. But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up
another.”

Joseph’s dependence on God opened a door that would literally change history
and become an even greater display of his character. The chief butler and the
chief baker of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt, who then
had them thrown in prison with Joseph. There they both had a dream but no one
to interpret them (Gen. 40:1-7). Joseph demonstrated his trust and dependence
in the Lord by stating,

“Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, | pray you” (Gen. 40:8).

The Lord gave Joseph the interpretation, and both came to pass. The butler kept
his job, and the baker lost his head. In spite of the miracle of these
interpretations, the butler said nothing of Joseph for two years. Most people
would have given up, but not Joseph; he knew God’s plan would be fulfilled.



Then the Pharaoh himself had a dream that all the magicians of Egypt could not
interpret. God was about to take Joseph from rags to riches in one inspired
moment. When the king learned of Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams, he sent
for him and asked if he could interpret his dreams. Joseph was ready. He
confidently answered in Genesis 41:16 saying,

“It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.”

Joseph, by the Spirit, interpreted the king’s dream. Equally as important, the king
realized the Spirit of God was in Joseph. His response is recorded in Gen. 41:39-
40, which says,

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this,
there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: Thou shalt be over my house, and
according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will | be
greater than thou.”

Promotion had truly come from God. Immediately, Joseph found himself
promoted to a position of power, second only to Pharaoh. It's important to
understand that Joseph had either been serving as a slave or was imprisoned for
seventeen years after the time that his purpose was revealed and before it was
fulfilled. It’s so tempting to become weary or impatient and abandon the vision for
an easier way. But don’t do it and you’ll reap. Galatians 6:9 says,

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.”

6. Joseph did NOT allow power and wealth to change his heart towards
God

If you continue to read in Genesis, you will find that Joseph remained dependent
on God, and he never lost his way in the midst of such power and wealth. He
kept his God-given vision alive, served others wholeheartedly, and remained
totally dependent on God. Why, because he had a vision that had not yet been
fulfilled. God was going to use this slave to save his family and a nation.

It was nine years from the time Joseph was placed in power before his brothers
came to Egypt seeking help. Think of the options that were available to Joseph. If
he wanted revenge, he could have taken it. He could have acted in pride and
demanded an audience with his father and brothers, humiliating them and forcing
them to bow before him. But Joseph did nothing; he refused to act in the flesh




and remained dependent on God. How many of us would have exercised that
kind of restraint? Not many.

Through Joseph’s example, I've recognized the importance of seeking God even
more when things are going well. Prosperity and success will test your
character infinitely more than hardship! When you’re in trouble and your back
is against the wall, you know you need help. But did you know that success has
corrupted more individuals than hardship ever has? It's prosperity that often
causes people to lose sight of their God-given vision or to attempt to bring it to
pass through their own natural ability. Even with extreme wealth and power at his
disposal, Joseph waited on the Lord and watched in faith as He brought the
dream to fulfillment!

“And when Joseph came home, they [his brethren] brought him the present
which was in their hand into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the
earth.” (Gen. 43:26)

The story of Joseph is power packed, full of wisdom and truth. | believe
every Christian needs to study his story again and again. These revelations will
changed you, inspired you, and help develop character within you as a believer.



